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Gijs Boudewijn elected new Chair of the European Payments 
Council, succeeding Javier Santamaría 
 
Brussels, 18 December 2024 – The General Assembly of the European Payments Council (EPC), a 
representative body of European payment service providers, has elected Gijs Boudewijn as its 
new Chair and Rita Camporeale as its Vice-Chair. The Vice-chair's mandate takes effect 
immediately and will run until December 2026. The new Chair will assume the role in June 2025 
for a two-year term, during which significant changes are anticipated in the payments industry. 

Gijs Boudewijn will succeed Javier Santamaría, who will continue his role as EPC Chair until June 
2025. Javier Santamaría has chaired the EPC since June 2012 and has been actively involved with 
the organisation since its founding in 2002.“I am grateful for the years that I have had the privilege 
of leading the EPC and for the opportunity to contribute to its growth,” declared Javier Santamaría. 

The forthcoming two years of Gijs Boudewijn’s mandate promise to be both challenging and 
rewarding. “I am honoured to have been elected as chair of the EPC and would like to thank the 
members for their trust and support. We are living in a time of significant change, with multiple 
factors driving transformation in the European payments landscape. I am excited to take on this 
new challenge together with the members and the EPC team as we continue to adapt and innovate 
in this evolving environment.”  

The central role of the Chair is to lead the two main governance bodies of the EPC (its Board and 
General Assembly) and to represent it externally, in particular in dialogues with European 
institutions and other stakeholders. 

The next six months will act as a transition period, facilitating a smooth handover between Javier 
Santamaría and Gijs Boudewijn, while ensuring continuity within the organisation. 
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About the European Payments Council 

The European Payments Council (EPC), an international not-
for-profit association, representing payment service providers, 
supports and promotes European payments integration and 
development, notably the Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA). 
The EPC is committed to contribute to safe, reliable, efficient, 
convenient, economically balanced and sustainable payments, 
which meet the needs of payment service users and support 
the goals of competitiveness and innovation in an integrated 
European economy. It pursues this purpose through the 
development and management of pan- European payment 
and payment-related schemes and the formulation of 
positions and proposals on European payment issues in 
constant dialogue with other stakeholders and regulators at 
the European level and taking a strategic and holistic 
perspective. The primary task of the EPC is to manage the 
SEPA Credit Transfer, SEPA Direct Debit, SEPA Request-to-Pay, 
SEPA Payment Account Access, One-Leg Out Instant Credit 
Transfer and Verification Of Payee schemes, in close dialogue 
with all stakeholders. The EPC is also active in the fields of 
cards, mobile payments, including Person-to-Person, payment 
security and cash. 
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